


In Europe there are about 350 political regions. Together with cities and 
municipalities they play an ever more important role in the process of European 
integration. In order to make our common Europe last for the future we must 
build it from a grassroots level instead of issuing decrees and regulations from 
above. The strengthening of the regional and municipal self-administration is a 
successful strategy for fighting the mounting scepticism concerning Europe. 

The constitutional treaty, which was established and adopted by the heads of 
government of the EU member states in 2004, foresees a strengthening of the 
regional and municipal levels of the EU. All across Europe a clear tendency 
towards regionalisation can be noticed. In any case, in the future regions and 
municipalities are going to gain more importance in European economic and 
political activities. 

The idea: A Europe of Regions
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On 21 December 2004, the Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE) was founded as a non-profit private foundation with the 
support of the Austrian government, several regions of European countries, several companies and private persons. The IRE 
was officially inaugurated on 4 May 2005 at the Austrian Federal Chancellery by Dr. Wolfgang Schüssel, Austrian Federal 
Chancellor. 

The aim of the IRE is to strengthen the political and economic position of the regions of Europe by supporting the creation of 
networks and co-operations. The IRE organises events that offer political representatives of the regions and municipalities the 
opportunity to meet with representatives of the EU, the economic sector, investors and other experts. The selection of the topics 
for these events is - first and foremost - adjusted to the demands and needs of the member regions. Moreover, the members 
of the IRE are kept up-to-date on matters important to them in the scope of European integration.

The Foundation of the Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE)



The Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE) is a European, supra-regional and politically independent organization for all European 
regions within and outside the European Union. It serves as a communication platform for regions, towns, companies, investors, 
science and administration and works on the creation of networks in order to be able to push through regional and local 
interests. 

The IRE is a non-profit private foundation with a board of directors consisting of three people: Its president is also the 
organizational and scientific director of the institute. Discussions on the institute’s thematic priorities take place in the advisory 
board and the working groups. The institute is financed by founders, membership fees and sponsoring. It has its seat in Salzburg/
Austria and disposes of an administrative infrastructure in Vienna as well.

Activities of the IRE
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Every year during the Salzburg Festival, the Conference of 
European Regions (CER) that is organised by the IRE takes 
place in Salzburg/Austria.

The conference focuses on topics that are of importance 
to the European regions. It offers interesting lectures by 
representatives of the economic sector, investors, experts 
and politicians and provides political representatives, 
representatives of companies, European institutions and 
experts with the opportunity of getting to know each other, 
sharing experiences and establishing business relations. The 
social programme includes the opportunity to attend the 
Salzburg Festival as well as a gala dinner.

The title of the 1st CER in 2005 was “Financing of Regional 
Infrastructure Projects”, the 2nd CER in 2006 dealt with 
„Toursim and European Regions - new developments“. 
The 3rd CER will take place from August 26 to 28, 2007 and 
will focus on regional energy policy.

The annual Conference of European Regions (CER)
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The IRE organizes expert conferences for 
issues which are of special importance for 
the European Regions. The main purpose 
of these conferences is to unite experts, 
businessmen, investors and representatives 
of European institutions on a regional and 
local level.

On 18 November 2005 the expert 
conference “The future of airports in 
Eastern Europe” was held in Ostrava/
Czech Republic. On 21 November 2006 
the IRE organised the expert conference 
„European Loans and Subsidies for the 
Croatian regions“ in Varazdin/Croatia. 
Other expert conferences on the topics 
“Regional environment policies”, “Regional 
health policies”, “The future of regional 
universities” etc. are planned. 

IRE Expert Conferences for in-depth discussion
of specific issues
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The subsidiarity conference “Europe 
begins at home”, held on 18 and 
19 April 2006 in St. Pölten, was 
hosted by the province of Lower 
Austria and the Austrian Presidency 
of the EU Council. It was partly 
organised and its topics were partly 
prepared by the IRE upon invitation 
of the Federal Chancellor Wolfgang 
Schüssel.

Delegates from all parts of Europe 
met to discuss the implementation 
of and the future compliance 
with the principle of subsidiarity 
in the European Union. In these 
discussions the decisive importance 
of the regions for ensuring good 
governance in Europe became 
clearly visible. 

„Europe begins at Home“ –
Subsidiarity conference 2006 in St. Pölten/Austria

institute of the regions of europe 7



Upon suggestion of Federal Chancellor 
Dr. Wolfgang Schüssel and under the 
auspices of the Austrian Presidency of 
the European Council the IRE hosted 
the so-called “Café d’Europe” in all 
capitals of the 25 EU member states 
as well as in Sofia and Bukarest on 9 
May 2006 (Day of Europe). In 27 typical 
and renowned Cafés politicians and 
experts were discussing in public with 
the visitors of the cafés - especially 
with the youth - current issues such 
as European Unification. Authors were 
reading texts especially written for 
that event and desserts typical for the 
respective country were being offered. 

The IRE plans to organize the successful 
“Café d’Europe” event next year in cafés 
of the regional capitals, also in non-EU 
member states.

„Café d‘Europe“
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In support of the work of the regions of Europe, the IRE arranges lectures on regional politics held by important personalities, 
surveys, round tables and media meetings. Once every year the IRE organises a round table with the presidents of European 
institutions and associations of the regions. There each year they have the opportunity to exchange experiences and to 
coordinate their activities. 

Lectures, Surveys, Round Tables, Media-Meetings
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In order to learn about the concerns and desires of the regions of Europe on-site the board members of the IRE make an effort to personally 
visit the regions as often as possible. Proposals made are then integrated in the elaboration of the working programme of the IRE.

Visits to the Regions of Europe
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IRE’s Board of Directors

Former Governor of Salzburg
Univ. Doz. Dr. Franz Schausberger
President of the Board of Directors
 
Born on 5 February 1950. Married, 
three children. University lecturer 
for Contemporary Austrian History 
at the University of Salzburg.
1979 - 1996 Member of Salzburg’s 
Diet (Provincial Parliament).
1996 - 2004 Governor of Salzburg. 

Since 1996 member of the Committee of the 
Regions (CoR) of the EU.
2004 - 2006 Chairman of the Committee of the 
Regions’ Commission for Constitutional Affairs and 
European Governance.
Since 2006 Vice President of EPP in CoR, Political 
Coordinator of the CoR-Commission for Foreign 
Relations, member of the working group Western 
Balkans, chairman of the CoR Intergroup „Regions 
with Legislative Powers“.
2006 CoR rapporteur Western Balkans. 
Since 2000 Member of the managing board of 
Salzburg AG (up to 2004 Chairman).
Since 2005 Deputy chairman of the supervisory 
board of Alpine Bau Deutschland AG. Consultant 
for various companies. 

Approximately 150 publications on Austrian and 
European history and politics.

franz.schausberger@institut-ire.eu
T: +43 (0)662 / 843 288 - 5016

Mag. Dr. Stefan Eder
Vice-President of the Board of Directors
 
Born on 4 April 1962. Married, 
three children. Studies of law and 
information systems.
Since 1992 admitted attorney 
in Vienna, since1997 admitted 
attorney in the Czech Republic 
and since 1999 admitted foreign 
legal advisor in Hungary. 

Managing Partner of DLA Piper Weiss Tessbach, 
an international commercial law firm specialising 
in business law, with its seat in Austria and 
with offices and lawyers in Eastern and South-
Eastern Europe. DLA Piper Weiss Tessbach is an 
integrated part of the international DLA Piper 
Group with more than 3000 legal experts in 25 
countries.

They are particularly specialised in the field of 
projects concerning financing and infrastructure 
mostly in Middle and Eastern Europe: Consulting 
for national and international clients, advising 
bidders in large scale infrastructure projects 
particularly in procurement procedures, banks and 
credit users in financing projects, in the field of 
international public procurement law, in the field 
of data protection and banking secrecy as well 
as telecommunication law.

stefan.eder@institut-ire.eu
T: +43 (0)662 / 843 288 - 5017
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Karl Popp
Member of the IRE – Board of Directors

Born on 30 October 1944, 
married, three children. Business 
and marketing consultant. Mr. 
Popp became assistant of the 
managing director of Olivetti 
already in 1964 after having 
attended a commercial training. 
Later Mr. Popp occupied positions 
like assistant of the sales department manager, 
marketing assistant, product manager and 
product group manager to marketing managers of 
international companies.
1980 - 1994 Managing Director of Melitta in Austria, 
Switzerland, Italy and the Czech Republic. Chairman 
of the management for the entire South-Eastern 
European region from 1994 to 2001 support service 
for fifteen European countries. Mr. Popp was steering 
the expansion of the western branded article producer 
Melitta, particularly in the Czech Republic, Hungary, 
Slovenia, former Yugoslavia, Romania, Bulgaria, Greece 
and Turkey. 1992 - 1996 Vice president, 1996 - 2000 
President of the Austrian Association of the Branded 
Goods Industry thus representation of 180 national 
companies with approximately 100.000 employees 
and more than thousand brands with a total turnover 
of  approximately EUR 20 billion. Mr. Popp played an 
active part in Salzburg’s application for the Olympic 
Games.

karl.popp@institut-ire.eu
T: +43 (0)662 / 843 288 - 5017



The Bureau of IRE

Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE)

Trainees

Franz-Josef-Kai 1
A-5020 Salzburg, Austria
T: +43 (0)662 / 843 288 - 5017
F: +43 (0)662 / 843 288 - 5050
office@institut-ire.eu
www.institut-ire.eu

Dr. Joachim Fritz
Secretary General
 
From 1994 to 1998 
studies of law, 
Spanish, Portuguese 
and French at 
the Universities 
of Salzburg und 
Salamanca. Mr 
Fritz did his PhD in 
2000 with a comparison of the legal 
situation regarding the “Protection 
of victims in the Austrian and the 
Spanish Criminal Law” („Opferschutz 
in der österreichischen und 
spanischen Strafrechtsordnung“). 
From 2000 to summer 2005 Fritz 
worked as a jurist for the European 
Commission, for the College d’Europe 
and for the Salzburg – Europe Liaison 
Office in Brussels.

Foreign languages: Spanish, 
Portuguese and English.

joachim.fritz@institut-ire.eu
T: +43 (0)662 / 843 288 - 5015

Mag. Johanna Jakob, MA
Assistent
 
Studied from 1998 
to 2000 at the 
Derbyshire Business 
School, University 
of Derby, Great 
Britain. Degree: 
Management 
Master. From 2000 
to 2005 diploma studies of sociology, 
focusing on international law and 
European law as well as Spanish 
and Chinese at the Universities of 
Salzburg and Granada.

In the IRE Ms Jakob is responsible 
for member care, bookkeeping, 
organisation of the IRE-Committee 
meetings, preparation of the contents 
for IRE events and of IRE publications.

Foreign languages: English, Spanish, 
French, Italian and Chinese.
 

johanna.jakob@institut-ire.eu
T: +43 (0)662 / 843 288 - 5017

During an internship students and alumni of different 
fields of study get to know the institute’s activities and 
conduct a survey about an issue that concerns the 
European Regions. At the end of the internship they 
get a certificate.
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IRE structure

FOUNDERS

SPONSORS

MEMBERS

PRESIDENT

Non Profit Foundation

Advisory Board
Bureau of the

Institute of the
Regions of Europe 

Activities
• Online info service
• Research
• Publications
• Seminars
• Conferences
• Etc.

SUPPORT ASSOCIATION

WORKING GROUPS
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Dr. Gerhard H. Bauer 
Secretary General, Österreichische
Gesellschaft für Europapolitik (ÖGfE)

Prof. Dr. Rudolf Bretschneider
Director, Fessel – GfK, Wien

Radimir Čačić
President of the Region Varaždin
Croatia

Dipl. Ing. Karl Doutlik
Head of the European Commission 
Representation, Representation of the 
European Commission in Austria

Mag. Dr. Stefan Eder
Vice-President of the Board of 
Directors of IRE, Lawyer / Partner
DLA Piper Weiss Tessbach

General Roland Ertl
Chief of Defence Staff, Austrian 
Federal Army

Dr. Helmut Falschlehner
Consultant

Kommerzialrat Prof. Dr. Gerhard Feltl
Director, Wiener Stadthalle

Dr. Erich Haager
Chair of the office of the regional 
government of Upper Austria

Dipl. Ing. Albert Hochleitner
Former CEO Siemens AG Austria

Dr. Andreas Hopf
Managing Director
Central Danube Region Marketing & 
Development GmbH

Dr. Ivan Jakovčić
President of the Region of Istria, 
Croatia

Univ. Prof. Dr. Charles Adrian Jeffery
University of Birmingham

Mag. Dr. Rudolf Jettmar
Vice-CEO Österreichische Post AG

Dipl. Ing. Franz Lückler
Director of the Board of Directors of  
ASFINAG

Dr. Klaus Mangold
International Wirtschaftsberatungs 
GmbH, Stuttgart, Deutschland 

Univ. Prof. Dr. Heinrich Oberreuter
Director, Academy for Political 
Education Tutzing Germany

Kommerzialrat Dr. Bernd Petrisch 
Deputy to the Regional Parliament of 
Land Salzburg 

Karl Popp
Member of the Board of the Institute 
of the Regions of Europe (IRE)

Dr. Josef Pühringer
Governor of Upper Austria

Mag. Ernst R. Rosi
Senior Advisor of the Board of 
Directors
Raiffeisen Zentralbank Austria AG

Univ. Doz. Dr. Franz Schausberger
President of the Board of Directors 
of IRE, Retired Governor of the Land 
Salzburg

Dr. Herwig van Staa
Governor of the Tyrol

Ing. Evzen Tošenovský
President of the Region Moravia-Silesia

Dipl-Ing. András Vissi
Regional Agency for Development 
Western Pannonia, Hungary

Dipl. Ing. Otto G. Zich
Retired Chairman and CEO Sony 
Europa, Head of the University Board 
of the University of Salzburg

Univ. Prof. Dr. Jaques Ziller
European University Institute (EUI) 
Florence

The Members of the IRE Advisory Board

institute of the regions of europe 14



Abridgement of the Deed of the Foundation from 21st december 2004:
 

§ 4 Aim of the Non-profit Foundation ‚Institute of the Regions of Europe‘
4.1. With ᗻ
and also on ᗻ
importance, rᗻ
and sᗻ
municipalities aᗻ
the new memᗻ
persons may be granted support for research and scientific work including popular scientific papers as well as surveys. 

The Founders of the Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE)

The Founders of IRE 
 
Republik Österreich, represented by the Federal Chancellery www.austria.gv.at
 
Region of Istria (Croatia), represented by Ministerpresident Ivan Jakovcic
www.istra-istria.hr
 
Land Tyrol (Austria), represented by Ministerpresident DDr. Herwig van Staa
www.tirol.gv.at 
 
Land Upper Austria (Austria), represented by Ministerpresident Dr. Josef Pühringer 
www.ooe.gv.at 

 
Dr. Stefan Eder, DLA PIPER Weiss-Tessbach Rechtsanwälte GmbH,
Regional Managing Partner (Austria),
www.dlapiper.com
 
Univ. Doz. Dr. Franz Schausberger, Historian and Former Govenor of the 
State of Salzburg (Austria)
 
Dr. Wieland Schmid-Schmidsfelden,
DLA PIPER Weiss-Tessbach Rechtsanwälte GmbH, Partner (Austria),
www.dlapiper.com

institute of the regions of europe 15



Regions

Regional Parliament (Landtag) of Baden Württemberg 
(Germany), represented by the President of the Landtag 
Peter Straub, www.landtag-bw.de

The Free State of Bavaria (Germany), represented by 
Minister of State Eberhard Sinner, www.bayern.de

Autonomous Province of Bolzano (Italy), represented by 
Governor Dr. Luis Durnwalder, www.provinz.bz.it

Region of Extremadura (Spain), represented by Vice 
President Ignacio Sánchez Amor, www.juntaex.es

Region of Flanders (Belgium), represented by Prime 
Minister Yves Leterme, www.vlaanderen.be

Region of Bosnian-Podrinje Canton Gorazde (Bosnia 
and Herzegovina), represented by President of the Region 
Nazif Uruci, www.bpkgo.ba

Region of Istria (Croatia), represented by President of 
the Region Ivan Jacovcic, (founder), www.istra-istria.hr

Land Lower Austria (Austria), represented by Governor 
DI Dr. Erwin Pröll, www.noe.gv.at

Region Moravia-Silesia (Czech Republic), represented 
by President of the Region Ing. Evžen Tošenovský, www.
kr-moravskoslezsky.cz

Region of Pilsen (Czech Republic), represented by 
President of the Region Peter Zimmermann, www.kr-
plensky.cz

Region of Trentino – South Tyrol (Italy), represented by 
Governor Dr. Luis Durnwalder, www.suedtirol-it.com

Land Tyrol (Austria), represented by Governor DDr. 
Herwig van Staa, (Founder), www.tirol.gv.at

Land Upper Austria (Austria), represented by Governor 
Dr.Josef Pühringer, (Founder), www.ooe.gv.at

Region of Varaždin (Croatia), represented by den 
President of the Region Dr. Radimir Čačić, www.varazdin.hr

Region of Virovitica-Podravina (Croatia), represented 
by President of the Region Zvonimir Šimić www.viroviticko-
podravska-zupanija.hr

Land Vorarlberg (Austria), represented by Governor 
Dr.Herbert Sausgruber, (subsidy donator), www.vlr.at

Region of Western Herzegovina (Bosnia and 
Herzegovina), represented by President of the Region 
Viktor Lasić, www.zzh.com

Regional Agency for Development of Western 
Pannonia (Hungary), represented by Director Dipl. Ing. 
András Vissi, www.westpa.hu

City of Zlin (Czech Republic), represented by mayor 
Thomáš Úlehla, www.mestozlin.cz

Autonomous Province of Vojvodina (Serbia), 
represented by President Bojan Pajtic, www.vojvodina.com

Bavarian Regional Parliament (Bayerische Landtag) 
(Germany), represented by President of the Regional 
Parliament Alois Glück, www.bayern.landtag.de

Region of Karlovac (Croatia), represented by President 
of the Region Ivica Horvat, www.karlovacka-zupanija.
hr/eprva.asp

City of Vienna, Municipal Department 53-Press and 
Information Services (MA 53) (Austria), represented by 
chief editor HR Alfred Vavrousek, www.magwien.gv.at

Region of Koprivnica (Croatia) represented by President 
Josip Friscic, www.kckzz.hr

The Members of IRE
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The Members of IRE

Companies

DLA PIPER Weiss-Tessbach Rechtsanwälte GmbH 
(Austria), represented by Managing Partner Dr. Stefan 
Eder, www.dlapiper.com

Investkredit Bank AG (Austria), represented by CEO Dr. 
Wilfried Stadler, www.investkredit.at

Raiffeisen Zentralbank (RZB) Österreich AG (Austria), 
represented by Senior Advisor of the Board of Directors 
Mag. Ernst R. Rosi, www.rzb.at

Österreichische Post AG (Austria), represented by Vice 
CEO Mag. Dr. Rudolf Jettmar, www.post.at

Sekyra Group (Czech Republic), represented by Direktor 
Dr. Semerák Lukáš, www.sekyragroup.cz

Schenker &Co AG, represented by KR Director Walter 
Mönichweger, www.schenker.at

Schieneninfrastrukturgesellschaft (SCHIG), (Austria), 
represented by Ing. Gottfried Schuster, www.schig.com

SIEMENS AG Austria (Austria), www.siemens.at

PU SC- Service Center STRYJ (Ukraine), represented by 
Dr. Christian Tscherner, www.servicecenter.cc
 
Uniqa Versicherungen (Austria), represented by CEO Dr. 
Konstantin Klien, www.uniqua.at

EVN AG (Austria), represented by Head of the Board of 
Directors Dr. Günther Ofner, www.evn.at

Wüstenrot Verwaltungs- und Dienstleistungen GmbH 
(Austria), represented by KR Senator Wolfgang Radlegger, 
www.wuestenrot.at

Wüstenrot Wohnungswirtschaft reg. Gen mbH (Austria), 
represented by KR Dr. Herbert Walterskirchen, www.
wuestenrot.at

bfz- Berufliche Fortbildungszentren (Austria), 
represented by Managing Director  Werner Lindig, www.
bfz-oesterreich.at

Central Danube GmbH (Austria), represented by 
Managing Director Dr. Andreas Hopf, www.centraldanube.at

Österreichische Elektrizitätswirtschaft-AG (Austria), 
represented by Dipl. Ing. Hans Haider, www.verbund.at

WARIMPEX Finanz-, und Beteiligungs AG (Austria), 
represented by Director Dkfm. Georg Folian, www.
warimpex.com

Meinl Bank AG (Austria), represented by Director Dr. 
Alexander Waldstein, www.meinlbank.com

Internationale Wirtschaftsberatungsgesellschaft mbH 
(Deutschland), represented by Dr. Klaus Mangold

DaimlerChrysler Bank AG (Deutschland), represented by 
Head of the Board of Directors Peter Andreas Zieringer 
www.daimlerchrysler-bank.com

Magna International Europe, represented by CEO 
Siegfried Wolf, www.magna.com
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